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Special Programs to Support Undergraduate Research 
The following programs provide supplemental funds to heighten your undergraduate research experience.  

They look great on a resume and give your advisor something extra to talk about in a reference letter,  
but you can still participate in research without joining any of these programs: 

FRESHMEN & SOPHOMORES: 
1) Undergraduate Research Fellows (URF) 

Who can apply? Any USU student with at least 6 semesters remaining before graduation, not limited to the College of 
Engineering. 

Benefits: A $500 stipend for every semester that you participate in undergraduate research, plus social events and 
workshops to heighten your undergraduate research experience. 

Application 
Deadlines: April 15th (early priority) and June 15th 

More Info:  https://research.usu.edu/ur/urf/ 
  

2) University Honors Program 

Who can apply? Any USU student with at least 4 semesters remaining before graduation, not limited to the College of 
Engineering. 

Benefits: 

• A nationally-recognized designation on your transcript which is known for academic rigor, intellectual 
curiosity, and community engagement. 

• Undergraduate research is a great way to accumulate Honors points. 
• Honors gives access to additional funds to support research-related travel & expenses. 

Application 
Deadlines: Rolling deadline for current USU students. 

More Info:  https://www.usu.edu/honors/  
  

3) Engineering Grand Challenges Program 
Who can apply? Freshmen and sophomores in engineering 

Benefits: $750/year scholarship, plus a research mentorship in 1 of 14 Grand Challenges identified by the National 
Academy of Engineering 

More Info:  https://engineering.usu.edu/grand-challenges-scholars-program/index  
  

  
SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS: 
4) Peak Summer Research Fellowships 

Who can apply? Newly open to all USU Students! 
(Until recently, you had to have either a major or minor in either the College of Science or Social Sciences) 

Benefits: $4000 stipend to support a 10-week summer research project, intended to groom students for elite national 
scholarships (Goldwater, Rhodes, Fulbright, etc.) 

Application 
Deadlines: February 15th  

More Info:  Email ryan.berke@usu.edu  
  

5) Goldwater Scholarship 

Who can apply? Sophomores and Juniors in STEM with a high GPA (historically 3.85+), prior research experience, and a 
demonstrated interest in a career in STEM research. 

Benefits: $7500/year scholarship, plus a prestigious national award that identifies you as one of the next leaders in STEM 
research. 

Application 
Deadlines: 

The USU faculty mentors will begin coaching students in early September to prepare competitive applications. 
The top 4 finalists will be submitted for national consideration in January. 

More Info:  Email ryan.berke@usu.edu  
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JUNIORS & SENIORS: 
6) Engineering Undergraduate Research Scholars (formerly EURP) 

Who can apply? Engineering students who will be accepted into their professional program by the start of their proposed 
project. 

Benefits: 
• Matching funds for 3 semesters of paid research experience (at $14/hour for up to 450 hours). 
• Additional travel funds to present research at conferences. 
• Tuition waivers for qualifying students who stay for a research-based graduate degree. 

Application 
Deadlines: Late November or early April 

More Info:  https://engineering.usu.edu/research/eurp/index 
  

7) Concurrent BS/MS Programs 
Who can apply? Juniors and seniors in engineering who meet a minimum GPA requirement (varies by department) 

Benefits: Ability to take 6000-level courses during your senior year. Can double-count up to 2 senior technical electives 
towards meeting MS degree requirements. 

Application 
Deadlines: First semester of senior year 

More Info:  https://engineering.usu.edu/explore-degrees/concurrent-bs-ms  

  
APPLY ANY TIME: 
8) Undergraduate Research and Creative Opportunities (URCO) grants 
Who can apply? Any USU student from any major or any year in their program 
Benefits: Matching funds to cover a $1000 scholarship plus up to $1000 of research-related expenses 
Application 
Deadlines: June 15th, October 15th, or February 15th 

More Info:  https://research.usu.edu/urco/index 
  

9) Honors Research & Study Abroad Fund 
Who can apply? Must be in Honors, on track to graduate with Honors 

Benefits: $50-500 per grant to cover research costs and/or travel costs to present research. 
Can apply up to 8 times, plus a 1-time $1000 grant to support study abroad. (Max. funding of $5000/student) 

Application 
Deadlines: Rolling deadline, but must be at least 1 week before the costs incur 

More Info:  https://www.usu.edu/honors/scholarships/honors-research-fund  
  

10) Student Travel Awards 
Who can apply? Any USU student who is traveling to present research 

Benefits: 

Up to $200 to attend a regional conference (i.e. Utah and any state sharing a border), $300 to attend a national 
conference (i.e. any other state), or $400 to attend an international conference.  
These funds are generally matched 1:1 by the student’s academic department, and the research advisor can 
often cover any remaining costs. 

Application 
Deadlines: First come, first served 

More Info:  https://research.usu.edu/ur/travel-award 
  

11) Presentation Opportunities (various deadlines) 
Who can apply? Any USU researcher (including students) who has meaningful contributions to share with the community 

Benefits: • Share findings with scientific community 
• Build scientific communication skills 

• Travel to interesting cities 
• Add lines to your CV 

Opportunities include: 
• Fall/Spring Student Research Symposia 
• Utah Research on Capitol Hill 
• Utah Council for Undergraduate Research 
• National Council for Undergraduate research 
• Annual Meetings of Professional Societies (ASME, AIAA, IEEE, SWE, oSTEM, etc.) 
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