
 UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH 

 

Getting Started 
 

STEP 1: Find an undergraduate research mentor. This can be done any time, but the sooner you start and the 
longer that you stay engaged on the same project, the more that your successes compound on each other to 
make a meaningful contribution to human understanding and scientific knowledge. 

Please note that all professors manage their labs a little differently, and their funding portfolio may change at 
any time. If you can’t find placement right away in a lab that suits your career interests, check back in over later 
semesters with the labs you are most interested in, and clearly articulate any changes in your credentials (such 
as completed coursework, engineering work experience, etc.) 

 

To find a suitable mentor: 

1) See department web pages for a list of faculty and their research interests 
2) One shortcut: see who teaches the classes that most interest you 

a. Not a perfect shortcut. Works better for 5000/6000-level classes. 
b. Professors in Engineering Education teach sophomore technical courses, but their research is 

about education. 
c. Professors of Practice have primarily teaching roles, no research. 

3) Don’t limit yourself to the ads on Handshake. 
a. Professors have to post ads to hire someone, so many ads already have someone in mind. 
b. Other ads may be open-ended, and are not for a specific project or position. 

4) Treat each webpage like a portfolio, not a menu 
a. Some projects may already be over, or ongoing but fully staffed 
b. Other projects may not have been posted yet 

5) Find one mentor that you’re most interested in and email to set up a meeting 
a. Don’t spam them all at once – makes it hard to convey enthusiasm for the subject 
b. Even if they don’t have space in their lab now, they’re probably happy to discuss their research 

 

You can also discuss your interests with your department’s EURP faculty representative: 

• Biological Engineering:  yu.huang@usu.edu  
• Civil and Environmental Engineering:  patrick.singleton@usu.edu  
• Electrical and Computer Engineering:  regan.zane@usu.edu  
• Engineering Education:  olawanto@usu.edu  
• Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering: ryan.berke@usu.edu  
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